
Benz Road
Chronological Summary

The following is a chronological summary of events regarding traffic conditions in the Benz 
Road area:

• March 2003 - Benz Road was opened to Copper Hill Drive.  Shortly thereafter area 
residents became increasingly concerned when traffic volumes began climbing from a 
few hundred vehicles per day to over 3,300 vehicles per day. 

• 2003 and 2004 - City staff began working with residents to reduce traffic volumes 
including installation of centerline and edge line striping, speed limit signs, two multiway 
stop signs, and weight limit signs. Staff also worked with the Sheriff’s Department to 
increase enforcement.

• March 22, 2005 - Residents brought their concerns to City Council. At that meeting, the 
City Council directed staff to continue working with residents, the County, and the 
Sheriff’s Department to reduce traffic volumes and vehicle speeds.

• 2005 - Staff held meetings with the residents and devised a least restrictive two-step plan 
of action that was acceptable to the residents. The goal of the plan was to reduce 
cut-through traffic and overall vehicular volumes on Benz Road to less than 2,000 trips 
per day. 

o The proposed Step 1 improvements included installing signs to restrict turns 
during peak-hours from Bouquet Canyon Road onto Benz Road and Sue Drive, 
and from Copper Hill Drive onto Buckhorn Lane and Benz Road. The latter 
improvements on Buckhorn Lane at Copper Hill Drive were contingent upon 
approval by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors.

o The proposed Step 2 improvements included signing and striping modifications 
restricting all but outbound right-turn movements from Benz Road and Buckhorn 
Lane onto Copper Hill Drive. Step 2 improvements would only be implemented if 
Step 1 improvements proved unsuccessful at reducing traffic volumes to less than 
2,000 trips per day. 

• February 28, 2006 - City Council approved the two step plan.

• May 19, 2006 - The County Board of Supervisors approved a revised plan. While many 
County residents on Cross Creek Drive opposed the two step plan, staff worked with the 
County to reach a compromise for the implementation of Step 1. The compromise was to 
reduce the hours of turn restrictions from Copper Hill Drive onto Buckhorn Lane and 
from Copper Hill Drive onto Benz Road.

• March 20, 2006 - Staff instituted the morning-peak turn restrictions of Step 1 and 
installed signs restricting left turns from Bouquet Canyon Road onto Sue Drive and from 
Bouquet Canyon Road onto Benz Road.
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• June 8, 2006 - Staff instituted the evening-peak turn restrictions of Step 1 and installed 
signs restricting right turns from Copper Hill Drive onto Buckhorn Lane and from
Copper Hill Drive onto Benz Road. Staff also continued to work with the Sheriff’s 
Department to enforce the new turn restrictions.

• January 2007 - Residents of Cross Creek Drive continued to petition the County for 
construction of back-to-back cul-de-sacs at the intersection of Canterwood Drive and 
Buckhorn Lane. The County held a public meeting to inform these residents and their 
neighbors that such improvements would require the support of the affected area to move 
forward.

• October 2006 to January 2007 - Traffic volume counts were collected on Benz Road 
near Dan Court and totaled between 1,500 and 1,850 vehicles daily. This indicated Step 1 
improvements were working to achieve the results, desired by Benz residents, of reducing
cut-through traffic.

• August 2007 - After residents commented the traffic volumes on Benz Road were greater 
south of Canterwood Drive than at the control location of Benz Road and Dan Court, 
staff conducted the following additional traffic counts while school was in session:

o Traffic volume on the upper section of Benz Road between Dan Court and 
Copper Hill Drive (Count Location A on the attached Survey Area Map):

� Weekday average of 1,800 vehicles per day
� Weekend average 1,590 vehicles per day

o Traffic volume on lower section between Alaminos Drive and Canterwood Drive 
(Count Location B on the attached Survey Area Map):

� Weekday average of 2,450 vehicles per day
� Weekend average of 2,130 vehicles per day

o Average traffic volume (for Locations A and B combined):
� Weekday average of 2,125 vehicles per day
� Weekend average of 1,860 vehicles per day

• November 2007 - Staff met with County engineering to discuss the most recent traffic 
volume findings, neighborhood opposition to additional restrictions, and alternatives. 
County staff was pleased with the results of the current restrictions and concerned that 
any additional restrictions would be controversial and might adversely impact the 
community.

• April 23, 2008 - Many residents indicated additional restrictions on Benz Road would 
create higher traffic volumes on their streets. Staff worked with the residents to develop a 
letter and questionnaire to send to residents in the Benz Road area for their input on 
additional traffic measures. 
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• June 10, 2008 – Staff presented the findings of the Benz Road neighborhood survey to 
City Council and recommended leaving existing restrictions as is. The City Council 
directed staff to reevaluate the area and develop physical solutions to address the 
neighborhood concerns.

• August 5, 2008 – The City Manager’s Office held a neighborhood meeting at Rosedell 
Elementary School during which four feasible alternatives were presented to the residents 
for their feedback.

• August 26, 2008 – Staff presented four traffic-calming options to the City Council and 
recommended the speed hump option.  The City Council approved the diagonal diverter 
option to be installed on a temporary basis for three months.  Staff was directed to 
perform an evaluation study and report back to the City Council after the three month 
demonstration period.

• August 24, 2008 – The diagonal diverter was installed at the intersection Alaminos Drive 
and Benz Road.  The peak hour turn restrictions were removed at the intersections of 
Copper Hill Drive/Benz Road, Copper Hill Drive/Buckhorn Lane, Bouquet Canyon 
Road/Benz Road, Bouquet Canyon Road/Sue Drive.

• Current - City staff continues to work with the Sheriff’s Department on enforcement and 
monitoring traffic volumes.
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